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Multilingual programs across California have seen slow but steady growth since 2020, providing
English Language Learners with pathways to stronger academic outcomes and a more inclusive

learning environment that celebrates their bilingualism. 

Despite this progress, many ELL students remain underserved due to barriers in access, which limit
enrollment in these programs and participation in the Seal of Biliteracy.

California multilingual programs are expanding since 2020. 

Fig 1. The number of multilingual programs in California is steadily growing, especially for
Dual Language Immersion programs. 

Fig 2. Only 1 in 10 English Learner students
were enrolled in a Multilingual Program in
2024-25.

Fig 3. English Learners’ participation in the
Seal of Biliteracy declined between 2019-
2024.

In many schools/districts it seems
that World Languages are the main
path to earn the Seal, as opposed
to honoring the linguistic assets

multilingual learners bring. 
- Multilingual Advocate

47%

40%

2019-2020

2024-2025

Prepared by Public Profit | April 2026
Source: Emerging Bilingual Collaborative Multilingual Education Data Deck

All ELLs
90%

ELLs Enrolled in
ML Programming

10%

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19yyFp5344SyiDpfGyTjhQRVJPgs-P_cCM7JSIhWaQug/edit?usp=sharing

	California’s Multilingual Education Access
	Emerging Bilingual Collaborative
	California multilingual programs are expanding since 2020.
	Multilingual programs across California have seen slow but steady growth since 2020, providing English Language Learners with pathways to stronger academic outcomes and a more inclusive learning environment that celebrates their bilingualism.
	Despite this progress, many ELL students remain underserved due to barriers in access, which limit enrollment in these programs and participation in the Seal of Biliteracy.
	Fig 1. The number of multilingual programs in California is steadily growing, especially for Dual Language Immersion programs.
	Fig 2. Only 1 in 10 English Learner students were enrolled in a Multilingual Program in 2024-25.
	Fig 3. English Learners’ participation in the Seal of Biliteracy declined between 2019-2024.
	2019-2020
	2024-2025
	In many schools/districts it seems that World Languages are the main path to earn the Seal, as opposed to honoring the linguistic assets multilingual learners bring.  - Multilingual Advocate




